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In a Feb. 4 interview with Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA in Guatemala City, EEC
Ambassador to Latin America, Luigi Bocelli said that Community nations are going to attempt
a "reversal" of the political vis-a-vis the economic in Central America. He stated that regional
economic integration has in recent years been thwarted by political tensions. In contrast, the EEC
will attempt to promote economic cooperation which should in turn lead to improved chances for
political dialogue. According to the EEC official, the Feb. 9-11 meeting of Community, Contadora
and Central American foreign ministers will be a continuation of earlier conferences held in San
Jose, Costa Rica (1983), and in Luxembourg (1986). This year's conference in Guatemala City, said
Bocelli, has a double focus: support of peace efforts in the region and EEC financial support for the
economic integration process. He said in Central America a tradition of economic collaboration
already exists, and the EEC hopes to capitalize on it, in part because economic cooperation should
favor political dialogue as well. For Bocelli, this "double-edged philosophy" underlies agreements
between the EEC and Central America which will be implemented in the near future. "Our main
interest is in propagating forms of regional understanding, collaboration and assistance, which
will in turn contribute to peace efforts." Bocelli admitted that sums of money thus far invested
in these collaboration projects are rather small in per capita terms. In 1984 the EEC contributed
$40 million for economic integration programs; $87 million in 1985, and more than $100 million in
1986. However, he said, the uniqueness of this financial aid is that it was specifically earmarked for
regional collaboration projects. To benefit from EEC monies, Central American governments must
cooperate with each other; in the process, mutual understanding and trust are developed and this
favors resolving political conflicts. The EEC ambassador mentioned several cooperation projects
underway in the areas of industrialization, scientific and technological exchange, and agriculture.
"Our slogan is that if in the past the Central American economic integration process has suffered
as a result of political events, we are now dedicated to reversing the order. Improvements in the
economic arena, and these through cooperation, should strengthen understanding and thus, the
potential for defusing political problems," said Bocelli. On Feb. 5 experts from EEC, Contadora and
Central American nations began technical level conferences focused on several documents dealing
with economic issues. These conferences precede the ministeral level meeting next week to be
attended by some 22 Latin American and European foreign ministers. Guatemalan President Vinicio
Cerezo Arevalo will open the meetings on Feb. 9 with a formal address.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

